
TIPS TO IMPROVE FAMILY AND
PROPERTY SURVIVAL DURING A
WILDLAND FIRE

HOME
 Y/N 1. Does your home have a metal, composition, tile  
 or other non-combustible roof with capped ends and  
 covered fascia?
 Y/N 2. Are the rain gutters and roof free of leaves,  
 needles and branches?
 Y/N 3. Are all vent openings screened with 1/8 inch non- 
 combustible, corrosion-resistant metal mesh?
 Y/N 4. Are approved spark arrestors on chimneys?
 Y/N 5. Does the house have non-combustible siding  
 material?
 Y/N 6. Are the eaves “boxed in” and the decks enclosed?
 Y/N 7. Are the windows dual-paned or tempered glass?
 Y/N 8. Are decks, porches and similar areas made  
 of non-combustible material and are they free of  
 easily combustible material?
 Y/N 9. Is all fi rewood at least 30 feet from the house?

DEFENSIBLE SPACE
 Y/N 1. Has dead vegetation been removed from the   
 defensible space zones around your home?    
 (Consider adding distance due to slope of property.)
 Y/N 2. Is the required separation between shrubs   
 maintained?
 Y/N 3. Have ladder fuels been removed?
 Y/N 4. Is there a clean and green area extending at least   
 50 feet from the house?
 Y/N 6. Is the required separation between trees and   
 crowns maintained?

EMERGENCY ACCESS
 Y/N 1. Is the home address plainly legible and visible from  
 the street?
 Y/N 2. Are trees and shrubs overhanging the street   
 trimmed to 151/2 feet?
 Y/N 3. If your home has a long driveway, does it have a   
 suitable turnaround area?
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HARDENING YOUR HOME
Flying embers can destroy homes up to a mile from a wildfi re. 
“Harden” your home now before a fi re starts by using ember-
resistant building materials.

Here are some things you can do to harden your home and 
make it more fi re resistant

Roof
The roof is the most vulnerable part of your home. Homes with wood  
shingle roofs are at high risk of being destroyed during a wildfi re. 
Build your roof or re-roof with materials such as composition, metal or 
tile. Block any spaces between roof decking and covering to prevent 
embers from catching.

Vents
Vents on homes create openings for fl ying embers.
Cover all vent openings with 1/8-inch metal mesh. Do not use 
fi berglass or plastic mesh because they can melt and burn.
Protect vents in eaves or cornices with baffl  es to block embers (mesh 
is not enough).

Eaves and Soff its
Eaves and soffi  ts should be protected with ignition-resistant* or non-
combustible materials.

Windows
Heat from a wildfi re can cause windows to break even before the home 
ignites. This allows burning embers to enter and start fi res inside. 
Single-paned and large windows are particularly vulnerable.
Install dual-paned windows with one pane of tempered glass to reduce 
the chance of breakage in a fi re.
Consider limiting the size and number of windows that face large areas 
of vegetation.

Walls
Wood products, such as boards, panels or shingles, are common 
siding materials. However, they are combustible and not good choices 
for fi re-prone areas.
Build or remodel your walls with ignition resistant* building materials, 
such as stucco, fi ber cement, wall siding, fi re retardant, treated wood, 
or other approved materials.
Be sure to extend materials from the foundation to the roof.

Decks
Surfaces within 10 feet of the building should be built with ignition-
resistant*, non-combustible, or other approved materials.
Ensure that all combustible items are removed from underneath your 
deck.
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Find more useful information at http://www.readyforwildfire.org

Rain Gutters
Screen or enclose rain gutters to prevent accumulation of plant debris.

Patio Cover
Use the same ignition-resistant* materials for patio coverings as a roof.

Chimney
Cover your chimney and stovepipe outlets with a non-combustible 
screen. Use metal screen material with openings no smaller than 3/8-
inch and no larger than 1/2-inch to prevent embers from escaping and 
igniting a fi re.

Garage
Have a fi re extinguisher and tools such as a shovel, rake, bucket, and 
hoe available for fi re emergencies.
Install weather stripping around and under the garage door to prevent 
embers from blowing in.
Store all combustible and fl ammable liquids away from ignition sources.

Fences
Consider using ignition-resistant* or non-combustible fence materials to 
protect your home during a wildfi re.

Driveways and Access Roads
Driveways should be built and maintained in accordance with state 
and local codes to allow fi re and emergency vehicles to reach your 
home. Consider maintaining access roads with a minimum of 10 feet of 
clearance on either side, allowing for two-way traffi  c.
Ensure that all gates open inward and are wide enough to accommodate 
emergency equipment.
Trim trees and shrubs overhanging the road to allow emergency vehicles 
to pass.

Address
Make sure your address is clearly visible from the road.

Water Supply
Consider having multiple garden hoses that are long enough to reach all 
areas of your home and other structures on your property. If you have a 
pool or well, consider getting a pump.

*Ignition-resistant building materials are those that resist ignition or sustained burning 
when exposed to embers and small fl ames from wildfi res. Examples of ignition-
resistant materials include “non-combustible materials” that don’t burn, exterior 
grade fi re-retardant-treated wood lumber, fi re-retardant-treated wood shakes and 
shingles listed by the State Fire Marshal (SFM) and any material that has been tested 
in accordance with SFM Standard 12-7A-5.



Protect What Is Important To You—Get Your Finances And Property Ready For Wildfi res
Conduct an annual insurance check up
A home is generally your largest asset. Protect it. Insurance is the critical back-up plan enabling you to rebuild 
your home after a wildfi re. Federal catastrophe grants are not enough to rebuild a home. Make sure your family’s 
fi nancial safety net is in place, in case disaster strikes. Follow these TIPS as part of your Ready, Set, GO! wildfi re 
preparedness plan:

TIP 1: Conduct an Annual Insurance Check Up
Call your agent or insurance company annually to discuss your policy limits and coverage. Make sure your 
policy refl ects the correct square footage and features in your home. Consider purchasing building code 
upgrade coverage.

TIP 2: Know What Your Policy Covers
The details matter. Understand if you have a replacement cost policy that pays to replace all your items at 
current market price or an actual cash value policy that takes depreciation into account and pays less for aged 
items.

TIP 3: Update Your Policy to Cover Home Improvements
If you make home improvements, be sure to call your agent or company to 
update your coverage. Make sure your insurer knows about the changes, 
so the new countertops, fl oors or room are covered if you must rebuild.

TIP 4: Maintain Insurance
If your home is paid off , be sure to maintain homeowner insurance. 
Without insurance, do you have the money to rebuild your home? Check 
with loved ones whose homes are paid off  to be sure they continue to 
carry homeowner insurance.

TIP 5: Get Renters Insurance
Renters can lose everything in a fi re and be left to start over. Many 
insurers bundle renters insurance coverage with an auto insurance policy 
at aff ordable prices.
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“We were a fi re rebuild too 
from the 2007 wildfi res. 

We interviewed many GCs 
to build our 6,000+ sq. ft. 
custom home. Freeman’s 
Construction was by far 
the best choice and they 

didn’t disappoint! They are 
family owned and operated 

and are just all around 
sincere, hard-working 

and godly people. All the 
sub contractors they use 
are top notch – from the 
framers and electricians, 

to the plumbers and 
cleaners who made the 

place spotless before we 
moved in. The construction 
site was always incredibly 
clean and Bill was there a 

lot to make sure everything 
was just how we wanted 
it. They communicated 
early and often as the 

project progressed, which 
kept us right on schedule. 

We came in on budget 
too (with any overages 

being our decision to go 
beyond the allowances). 
Everyone comments on 
how beautiful the home 

is – the craftsmanship, the 
detail, and the quality work. 

We are SO thankful we 
found and hired Freeman’s 

Construction and wish 
them nothing but good 

fortune and blessings in all 
they do!”

Jackie Teravainen
Fire Rebuild, Escondido, CA
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